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Costs related to the planning and implementation of 
The Affordable Care Act and Green Mountain Care 

Discussion Draft - 1/22/14 
 

The following data are for the period of 7/1/10 thru 9/30/13. 
 
 During the three years, from 7/1/10 thru 9/30/13, the amount of state 

dollars spent on Green Mountain Care was $557,220 
 

 More than $125 million has been spent on activities related to 
implementing the Affordable Care Act, the majority of which were federal 
dollars. 

o More than half of the spending was on Health Information 
Technology (HIT) related activities. 

o Over $45 million has been spent on planning and implementation 
of the exchange. 

 
 The Affordable Care Act has the following key impacts (not captured in 

data below): 
o Required the creation of exchange, of which Vermont opted for a 

state-based exchange 
o The ACA produced significant savings in pharmacy benefit costs to 

the state Medicaid program, by covering certain drugs and benefits 
previously paid for by the state. 

o The state received a 2.2% increase in the Federal Medical 
Assistance Percentage (FMAP) for calendar two years (covering 3 
state fiscal years), which will provide approximately $40M in 
additional federal matching dollars over this period (not listed on 
other side). 

 However, this will put additional pressure on the Medicaid 
budget when it goes away in 2016. 

o As a result of the Medicaid expansion under the ACA, the state will 
receive enhanced FMAP on more than 25,000 childless adults, 
many of whom were previously covered by Catamount, VHAP, or 
were uninsured. 

 
 Significant time and resources have been expended in planning and 

implementing the exchange and other aspects of GMC.  There may be 
other unknown in-direct costs as well. 
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